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Erwin Viray was Global Excellence Professor at Kyoto Institute of Technology and Head of the 
Graduate School of Architecture and Design in 2012 for two years. In addition, he holds several 
professional leadership roles including Chief Communications Officer for the Kyoto Design Lab 
and a member of the Singapore President’s Design Awards jury since 2012 and the Chair of the 
jury since 2013. He is also an Award Ambassador for the LafargeHolcim Awards in Asia Pacific, 
a jury chair of archiprixSEA 2012 and 2016, a member of management board the TOTO Gallery 
MA, an Advisory Council member for the Barcelona Institute of Architecture. Erwin has been 
Editor of the influential magazine, a+u (Architecture + Urbanism) since 1996.

Erwin’s research passions revolve around the influence of new technologies Wand their related 
tools in broadening the impact of architecture.

For the past four years he has led the introduction of many new tools and technologies at KIT and 
driven a curriculum which balances between traditional architecture and new technologies. At 
KIT, collaboration is established with students from Harvard GSD and ETH-Zurich to work with 
masters student in Japan to explore the city and the gardens of Kyoto through spatial 3D design 
point cloud scanning and sound documentation.

Erwin is inspired by Singapore’s Prime Minister’s Smart Nation initiative, which seeks to 
understand how architecture and design can work with new technologies to create new 
experiences and spaces.



2 3Publications

1.1  -HERZOG & DE MEURON ELBPHILHARMONIE HAMBURG (2017) The Elbphilharmonie is 
Hamburg’s new landmark and is already an icon of contemporary architecture. In this 
book, Herzog & de Meuron documents their project: extensive archive material, plans, 
and photographs are used to illustrate the process of the creation of this once-in-
a-hundred-years building from the first sketch and the various design stages with 
their many challenges, through to completion of the finished building.

1.2  -ARCHITECTURE AND URBANISM — ELBPHILHARMONIE HAMBURG BY HERZOG & DE MEURON 
(MARCH 2017) From the publishers – The March 2017 issue of a+u is a special issue 
dedicated to the Elbphilharmonie in Hamburg by Herzog & de Meuron. We invited the 
architects as guest editors to collaborate with us in documenting the entire process 
from the very beginning, in 2001, up to the opening concert in January 2017.

3.1  -SAMPLING KYOTO GARDENS (2017) Establishing an interplay between sound 
recordings, point cloud models, and writing, this issue of Pamphlet acts as a 
poetic experiment in landscape perception. It invites the reader on a literary 
stroll through traditional Japanese gardens set into the contemporary urban 
environment of Kyoto. In doing so, Sampling Kyoto Gardens challenges the capacity 
of audio and visual technologies to capture and reproduce fragments of sensory 
experience in a way that is both significant and boundless enough to provoke 
multiple yet linked readings between different minds, cultures and approaches.
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4.1  -FOOD IN KYOTO (2016) – Food Shaping the City — Kyoto and the 
Urbanism Of Food. Designing the Future Of Nishiki Market.

4.2  -FOOD IN KYOTO (2015) Food Shaping the City – Kyoto and the 
Urbanism Of Food. Investigating the Metabolism Of Cities.

5.1  -RESEARCH, ANALYZE AND PROPOSE 2012–13 (2012—2013) Viray’s Studio 
2012-2013. Kyoto Institute Of Technology Handbook on the Study of Architecture

5.2  -3IN1 KYOTO STUDIO (2013—2014) Joint Studio Kyoto Institute of Technology and 
National University of Singapore studying Kyoto the City
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7.1  -PETER MÄRKLI: DRAWINGS (2016) Since his first projects in the 1980s, drawings 
have always accompanied the architectural work of Peter Märkli. They are patiently 
recorded images and thoughts that occasionally have an associative relationship with 
the designs. Often however they are independent, free notes based on inner images. 
This volume compiles a large number of such drawings. Eight texts by various authors 
from different cultural fields and an overview of all drawings produced since the 
beginning complement this remarkable collection. Since the 1980s, Peter Märkli has 
been one of the most important architects in Switzerland, where he enjoys a very 
special status.

7.2  -CHRISTIAN KEREZ - UNCERTAIN CERTAINTY (2013) This monograph of work and 
projects by Venezuelan-born, Swiss-based architect Christian Kerez seeks to 
elucidate his particular approach, which emphasises how architecture does not exist 
in and of itself, but is rather a reflection of a practice of questioning, and of 
working with the unexpected. At its core, the things we take for granted must be 
seen again, in a new light. Architecture critic Erwin Viray delves into this kind 
of reasoning in a conversation with Kerez, while the book beautifully presents 
examples of his designs, among them, a high-rise in Zhengzhou, the Museum of Modern 
Art in Warsaw, social housing in Paraisópolis and a school building in Munich.

6.1  -THE ASIAN EVERYDAY: POSSIBILITIES IN THE SHIFTING WORLD (2016) In attempting 
an analysis of the concept of the everyday in Asia through the context of its 
urban and architectural phenomena, this volume selects five practices from across 
the region: Yang Zhao (China), Maki Onishi and Yuki Hyakuda (o+h, Japan), Ling Hao 
(Singapore), Chatpong Chuenrudeemol (Thailand), and Vo Trong Nghia (Vietnam). 
The featured projects reflect how each Asia is specific, each with its own 
everyday, which in turn calls for a specific reading of a place, city, and 
context, and also a response to that. In understanding the meaningful aspects of 
the respective countries of the architects, we realize the complexities, variety, 
and depth of Asia as a whole.
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11
Studio Mumbai: Praxis. (2012)

12
Woha, More on Less. (2006)

8.1  -STUDIO MUMBAI: PRAXIS. (2012) The workshop of Studio Mumbai, headed by 
Bijoy Jain, consists of open air spaces in a rustic setting surrounded by trees. 
There, a variety of skilled craftsmen, architects and engineers collaborate in 
the same space, engaging in, exercising and practicing architecture in a manner 
that aspires to transcend its own physicality. In this way, the process and act of 
communication has come to characterise the studio, its creative process and its 
output. An intimate look at the workings, outlook and inspiration of the practice 
is given, which includes the story of its background and setting, along with an 
interview with Jain and detailed profiles of significant projects in India: Tara 
House, Leti 360 Resort, House on Pali Hill and the Copper House, to name a few.

8.2  -WOHA, MORE ON LESS. (2006) This exhibition at AEDES Berlin provides an 
opportunity to get to know WOHA. It is a revelation how WOHA is a fascinating 
challenge as an object of study, something to be enjoyed and deciphered. In some 
ways WOHA is like a tornado, spinning, in constant motion, stirring things and ideas 
in the maelstrom of climate, materials, programs, guidelines, magic, sensuality, 
surprises, facts and desires. This exhibition is an opportunity to enjoy and 
discover WOHA, - Erwin Viray, Curator.

9.1  -CHINESE MORE OR LESS (2006) Chinese More Or Less explores the work of 
W Architects and the relationship of modern architecture to a place with Chinese 
heritage.

9.2  -ARCHITECTURE AND URBANISM, HERZOG & DE MUERON 2002-2006 (2006) 
With offices and projects around the world, Herzog & de Meuron have taken 
on a truly international dimension that is both adventurous and distinct. 
Here, 16 works and 14 projects undertaken from 2002-2006 are examined in this 
special issue of A+U. Featured works are thoroughly documented by texts, plans, 
elevations and models, with particular emphasis placed on material choice and 
surface treatment.
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10.1  -CREATORS LIBRARY (2002) This compilation came about as a product of 
discussion with students. Keeping in mind the students at Kyoto Institute of 
Technology, hoping that this book could be a vehicle of for conducting animated 
conversations on architecture. 

10.2  -ARCHITECTURE AND URBANISM, SPECIAL ISSUE — H&DEM 1978-2002 (2002) 
A study of projects and explorations of Herzog & de Meuron from 1978–2002.

11.1 -ARCHITECTURE AND URBANISM, EXTRA EDITION — PETER ZUMTHOR (FEBRUARY 1998) 
The first ever monograph produced on Peter Zumthor to highlight the process of 
making the atmosphere of architecture.


